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Thou äàtt inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thou art, that F 
judgeſt ; for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou con- ?k 
demneſt thyſelf; for thou that judgeſt doeſt the ſame I 


things. PAUL. _— 

Buy the truth, and ſell it not, SOLOMON, | 

Seeing—that there ever was, and ever will be, religious de- 4 
luſions in this world, it highly becomes every one, who 4: 


has any regard to his own peace and happinefs, buth here 1 
and hereafter, to be upon his guard; and, by a conſtant 
peruſal of the Holy Scriptures, to eſtabliſh bis faith upon if 
a firm foundation ; and then he will nor be driven away 1 
by every wind of doctrine, and cunning crafcinels of men, | | 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. [1 

MeTacpisTICAL Deceir, | 


PA 


DEDICATION, 


TO THE 


PARISHIONERS of ST, MATTHEW, 
BETHNALL-GREEN. 


Right Reverend and Reverend Brethren 
and Siſters, 


OUR teacher hath informed the 
world, that you are diſpoſed to 
hear the plain truths. of the Goſpel. 
Upon the ſuppoſition that you alſo en- 
deavour to regulate your lives according 
to thoſe truths, I addreſs you as above. 

There is a ſet of men, indeed, 
who would confine all honourable 


titles to themſelves. But common 


ſenſe will teach you, that every man 
is to be reverenced, who acts up to 


the dignity of his ſtation ; that a 
carman, 
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a 
tarman, or porter, who lives a good 
and exemplary life, is as truly reverend 
as an archbiſhop; and that a proud, 
covetous, and ſenſual archbiſhop (and 
ſuch there has been) is right contempti- 
ble. The ſcriptures will likewiſe in- 
form you, that there may be reverend 
women, Dorcas was truly reverend, 
I would hope that there are ſuch wo- 
men in your ſociety, Therefore, as 
am perſuaded that women are as deeph 
intereſted in religious ſubjects as the 
men can be, I have choſen to addreſs 


you, - contrary to the modern ftrain, | 


not only as my right reverend and re- 
verend brethren, but likewife as my 
right reverend and reverend brethren 
and fifters. 

6e The occaſion of the fal ler- 
ters is well known to you all. I com- 


poſed 


1 

poſed them with a full intention of 
making them public; zo give your or- 
thodox guardian a tranſient view of his 
fallibility ; and to take off, if poſſible, 
any bad impreſſions that he may have 
made upon your minds, by inſinuating, 
in his High-church, authoritative lan- 
guage, that the true Goſpel is nowhere 
preached but in the e/tabliſhed church.” 

That every thing which is amiſs in 
church and flate may be ſpeedily re- 
formed, that you may judge candidly 


between Mr. Smith and me, and that 


you may know the truth, and that 


the truth may make you free, is the 
ſervent prayer of, right reverend and 
feyerend brethren and ſiſters, 


Your very humble Servant, - 


PHILALETHES, 
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REveEREND SIR, | 
Ya may poſſibly take up this pamphlet 


with a ſmile of contempt, exclaim 

that it is the bungling work of ſome 
canting: Methodiſt, and find yourſelf aſtoniſhed 
at the blindneſs and obſtinacy of the author, 
for being ſo hardy as not to bend to the force 
of your irreſiſtible arguments. But, notwith- 
ſtanding your /awful pretences to the Holy 
Ghoſt, you may aſſure yourſelf that I am not 
a Methodift, You will, I believe, ingenu- 
ouſly acknowledge this, before you have read 
the half of my remarks upon your fulminating 
| B ſermon, 
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£5, my 
ſermon. You will not, I hope, however, 
change your firſt cry of Methodiftical cant, 
fanaticiſm, entbuſiaſtical deluſion, to herehy, 
infidelity, rank Deiſm at bet! and conclude, 
Alas, how few can be ſaved! No; your 
own indignation riſes againſt the unchari. 
table cenſures of others. Beſides, you would 
be thought, in the very firſt ſentence of your 


"diſcourſe, (though you afterwards contradi& 


yourſelf) to regard the plain truths of the 
Goſpel as our only rule of faith. If I try your 
ſentiments, therefore, according to this rule, 
you ſhould not find fault. Neither have you 


any reaſon to complain, that I require you, 


ſhould I be able to ſhew that you walk not 
according to this rule, either to alter your ſen- 
timents and your conduct, or to produce to me 
ſome other rule of faith that is more infallible 
and divine. 

But, without any farther preface, the firſt 


remark that I would make upon your publica- 


tion, is, that you have entirely miſtaken the 


ſenſe of the apoſtle; 1 By handling the word of 
God deceitfully, he does not mean, it is ob- 
vious, the ignorant miſapplication of it, not 
the falſe repreſentation of ſome of its doctrines, 


unleſs the will and the underſtanding be at va- 


riance with the doctrines that are taught. On 
the contrary, to handle the word of God de- 


ceitfully, is to declare that to be frue which 
we believe to be repugnant to the word of 


God, or wilfully to conceal a part of what we 


know 
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know the word of God teacheth, or to huddle 
together an heterogeneous mixture of truth and 
falſhood, and merely to ſerve our own in- 
tereſts, either to acquire, or to ſecure, the hg- 
nours and prefetm̃ents of this world, to defend 
and propagate this palatable ſyſtem of truth 
and falſhood, contrary to the conviction of 
our own minds *. It never entered into the 
apoſtle's head, to put 7gnorance and deceit 
upon a level ; or to pronounce thoſe erroneous 
ſentiments deceitful, which did not, from the 
cunning craftineſs, lucrative views, diſhoneſt 
artifices, and contradictory ſentiments of their 
authors, carry the mark in the forebead. Once, 
the apoſtle himſelf, without any deceit, blaſ- 
phemed the name of Jeſus, and violently per- 
ſecuted his faithful followers to death; and 
few, very few, I fear, fince his time, have 
been endowed with ſuch a degree of infalli- 
bility, as never to miſtake, or undeſignedly to 
counteract, ſome principle of the Goſpel 

Hence, I am led to conclude, that all your 
charges againſt the Methodiſts of handling the 
word of God deceitfully, are abſolutely ground- 
leſs. But theſe charges are, I hope, the preci- 
pitate effects of intemperate paſſion, which, 
as much as the wide fanaticiſm, makes every 
object appear to us in a wrong light; other- 
wiſe, they ſavour too much of a narrow bi- 


This interpretation of the te tt is demonſtrable, you 


may perceive, from the original, A4 fonurlas Tor h Ty 


Sie. 


» | B 2 gotry, 
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gotry, and an uncharitable ſpirit. If you will, 
indeed, point out a Methodiſt, whoſe ds&rines 
are contrary to his avowed ſentiments, or whoſe 
addreſſes to God and to the people are diame- 


"tically oppoſite ; or who one hour teacheth for 


truth, what the next hour he declaims] againſt 
as a falſhood, and who it is evident at the ſame 
time is capable of diſtinguiſhing between truth 
and falſhood—if you can point out ſuch a Me- 
thodiſt, I will be as ſevere upon him as you 
can- be, But, until this be done, you muſt 
give me leave to think as favourably of the 
Methodiſts as of other miſtaken and unchari- 
table Chriſtians. That you have not done 
this, however, in any of the evidences you 
have hitherto produced, to ſhew- that they 
handle the word of God deceitfully, I can, I 
think, eafily demonſtrate.  / | 

In the firſt place, then, that they cry down 
human learning as unneceſſary, and imagine 
that the ſpirit teacheth them what to ſpeak, 
is no proof that they handle the word of God 
deceitfully ; becauſe they may poſſibly believe 
all this. And who will pretend to ſay, that 
there is no diſtinction to be made between 


_ eveakneſs and villainy ? Or, who will pretend 


to ſay, that the vain application of a text that 
was evidently peculiar to the apoſtle, when 
this may be done ignorantly, and conſequently 
innocently, is a ſure mark of fraud and im- 
poſture? Will Mr. Haddon Smith ſay, that 
every lordly biſhop handles the word of God de- 

= IO ceitfully, 
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ceitfully, when he vamly applies to himſelf a 
text of ſcripture that was evidently peculiar to 
Jeſus Chriſt?— When he pretends, in the 
words of Chriſt, and as if he was equally di- 
vinely commiſſioned by the Father, to confer 
the Holy Ghoſt upon every pious ſtrippling who 
has learned to-read Latin and Greek at Oxford 
or Cambridge ? But the biſhops, you will ſay 
perhaps, apply the text in queſtion only to the 
encouragement of the regular clergy, as they 
are humbly called. The crime of the Me- 
thodiſts is, chat they ſhould apply their text 
to the encouragement of every illiterate carman 
or porter, to ſet himſelf up as a preacher, under 
the pretence of inſpiration. What ſticks here 
is, that the carman and porter ſhould ſet them- 
ſelves up as preachers. 


I will not diſpute with you the propriety of 


applying the word preacher to any one who is 
only a teacher of what has been long publiſhed 
to the world, But let me aſk you, good Sir, 
have not the carman and porter the ſame right 
to ſet themſelves up as preachers, that any other 
man has, without the leaſt proof of his being 
divinely commiſſioned, to ſet up others as 
preachers? Who gave our biſhops the right of 
ſetting up preachers, and impoſing them upon 
the people, whether they will or not? The 
Chriſtian laity have now the only right of ſet- 
ting up preachers; and if they think proper to 
chuſe a carman, or porter, whom they imagine 
capable of inſtructing them in the plain truths 
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of the Goſpel, and who is, I affirm, if he be a 
man of natural abilities, and has ſeriouſly ſtu- 
died his Bible, as capable of inſtructing them 
in thoſe truths, as others are, who have only 
ſtudied Horace, or Juvenal, or Cicero, or 
Plato, or Xenophon, or the thirty- nine arti- 
cles—who dares to be ſo impious as to with to 
abridge them of their liberty? Suppoſing even 
that they reject the more capable, but that 
they do this according to the beſt of their un- 
derſtandings, they would ſurely be loſers by an 
exchange. For if they are blindly led, which 
muſt be the caſe when they do not exerciſe 
their own judgments, you know the conſe- 
quence, 

But what ſeems to provoke your wrath 
againſt the Methodiſts full as much as your 
apprehenſions that they handle the word of God 
decertfully, is, their inſinuating that the true 
Goſpel is not preached in the eflabliſhed church, 
their continually fulminat:-ng againſt the eflabliſhed 
clergy, their repreſenting them as greatly degene- 
rated, fearing man more than God, having only an 
orvtward character, but no inward call to the 
miniſtry, nothing of the Holy Spirit, Can you, 
however, pretend to ſay that there are not 
many of the clergy who deſerve theſe reflcc- 
tions ; thoſe who never preach at all, and all 
your non-reſidents, who, after they have ſe- 
cured the loaves and the fiſhes, ſuffer their 
flocks to wander where they will. Or, ſup- 
poling the contrary, may not the Methodiſts 


believe 


CSI 


believe their cenſures to be juſt? And, if you 
know them to be miſtaken, ſhonld you not 
pity them, pray for them, and inſtruct them, 
without any hard names, in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs? But you, Sir, it ſeems, ſpeak from au- 
thority; you know the bottom of their hearts, 
You aſſert at leaſt, (you have not proved it) 


that their only motive for dealing in defama- 


tion is, that they find that a diſcourſe well ſea- 


ſoned with this ingredient is | ſwallowed down 


with the greateſt eagerneſs. To uſe your own 
words, Very charitable: truly!“ I had al- 
moſt ſaid, that you yourſelf are a Methodiſt, 


if uncharitable cenſures be the ſtanding cha- 
racteriſtics of one. 


Your character of an enthuſiaſt I cannot 


aſs over. It is ſomewhat curious. He is one, 
it ſeems, who imagines that be has more of the 
Holy Spirit than all the clergy put together ; or, 
as you afterwards, explain yourſelf, one who 
would have every thing new-modelled, uo would 
even have the flanding rules of, the church give 
way to every wild freak ; that is, I ſuppoſe, who 
would have any : alteration at all made in the 
church, though according to the ſoundeſt prin- 


ciples of reaſon and ſcripture. Every one, there- 


fore, is an enthuſiaſt, who is not of the church. 
But, without -animadverting upon your 


definition, how can you, with any conſiſ- 


tency or propriety, apply the term enthuſiaſt 
to the Methodiſt preacher who appeared in 
your church? Was not he moved by the 

. Holy 


189 . 
Holy Ghoſt to take upon him the miniſterial 
office? and, after he was thus moved, did not 
the biſhop give him another Holy Ghoſt? 
How happens it, that his Holy Ghoſt differs 
fo much from yours? The reaſon, perhaps, 
is this The Methodiſt thought himſelf moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and believed that he re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt. You, on the con- 
trary, though forming very ſolemnly the ſame 
ptetenſions with him, believe that no Holy 
"Ghoſt'is now given; for you affirm, that a// 
extraordinary gifts have ceaſed in the church, 
© I muſt allo take notice here of your fondneſ; 
for introducing as frequently the eftabir/hed church 
and the effab/iſhed clergy ; but ſhall-make no 
other remark upon theſe proud, ſwelling: words, 
than that Chriſtians Have nothing to do with an 
eſtablifhet church, or eſtabliſhed clergy. If 
vou Would ſee this demonſtrated, - into 
the C mal, the work of an author who 
was onc a churchman, and who is ſtill ali ſu 
cicuſiy reported to be in the church *. Or, if tic 
you would be informed from a better book, cri 
read the New Teſtament.” -* Or, if you would 
rather ſee What is ſaid by other writers, attend 
Careſully to What an angel of light has ob- 
ſerved in his Free Addreſſes to the Diſſentets, 
to Dr. Balguy, and to Juſtice Blackſtone. 
ö oon nee e | 
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' ® Nay, it has been ſince /feported, that the author is 
training up his ſon for the eſtabliſhed church. But cr2dat 
Jucat apella“ The world, I hope, cannot furniſh lo 
. melancholy a proof of the depravity of human nature. 5 | 

he. a | ut, 


TH © 
But your next argument, to prove that the 
Methodiſts handle the word of God deceitfully, 
is, that they undermine the Chriſtian prieſibood, 


- willify the parochial clergy, and abuſe a lawful 


prieſ bod. The Goſpel, you ſay, nowhere 
countenances ſuch behaviour ; ſo it is evident 
that they handle the word of God deceitfully 
in this reſpect, becauſe they preach it as the 
word of God, when in reality it is not ſo.” 
The Goſpel, indeed, nowhere countenances 
reviling or abuſe ; though it allows us to give 
the wicked as well as the good their juſt cha- 
rafters, informing us, however, that it is only 
by their fruits either can be known. When 
the Methodiſts then declaim againſt flothfyl 
and faithleſs ſhepherds, , wolves in ſheeps 
cloathing, who, inſtead, of nouriſhing and 
arding their flocks, devour them, and de- 
bauch em by their own diſſolute example; 
and when they denounce woe, woe, againſt 
ſuch men, they are not guilty of any oppoſi- 
tion to the word of God. But they are ver 
criminal indeed, if they miſrepreſent, and load 
with opprobrious names, the ſober, the pious, 
the vigilant, and charitable, This, however, 
they may do, not without counteracting the 
word of God, but without handling it deceit- 
fully, For this they may do by the force of 
a blind zeal, without any fraudulent deſign, 
They may be ſo fettered by the prejudices of 


education, or ſo biaſſed to human ſyſtems, as 


entirely to miſtake the ſenſe of the word of 
C God, 
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God, as to imagine even that he hateth thoſe 
who are not of their ſentiments; and that 
there can be no ſalvation beyond the pales of 
their faith. And, when this is the caſe, we 
ſhould endeavour to convince. them by mild 
perſuaſion, and ſcripture arguments. But we 
ought always to remember, that deceit and 
error are very different things : and we ought 
always to know, that the only way of work- 
ing a reformation, is to attack thoſe vices 
which people are guilty of, and not to bring 
an opprobrious charge againſt them of vices, 
which, for what we can ſee, their hearts 
abhor. 

But how, Sir, can you ſupport. your aſ- 
ſertion, that the Methodiſts undermine the 
Chriſtian prieſthood, and pretend that they are 
warranted ſo to do by the word of God? The 
thing ſeems impoſſible. For there is not one 
ſyllable of a Chriſtian prieſthood, as a diſtin 
order of men from other Chriſtians, in the 
word of God. There is only mention made 
of one high-prieſt of our profeſſion, Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and it is again ſaid, that all Chriſtians 
without diſtinction, both hearers and teachers 
equally, are called to be pries unto God. 
From which, a very humiliating truth will 
follow, that your clerk is as much a prieſt as 
you are, But, ſurely, the Methodiſts cannot 
ſo much as dream of undermining either Jeſus 
Chriſt, or all Chriſtians, and pretend to vin- 


dicate their conduct upon the teſtimony of - 
| ' - wor 
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word of God. This remark is applicable to 
what you ſay of their villifying the parocbhial 
clergy. Do the Methodiſts villify all Chriſtians 
who live in pariſhes? But every Chriſtian, 
you muſt know, is either a clergyman or cler- 
gywoman, as much as his grace of Canterbury 
is a clergyman *. Prove the contrary from 
the word of God, if you. can. 

But, laſtly, you ſay, that the Methodiſts abuſe 
a lawful priefſibood, We have mentioned the 
word prieſthood before. What do you mean by 
a lawtul prieſthood? Thoſe who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and yet ſuffer others to lord 
it over their faith? If fo, the Methodiſts are 
warranted from the word of God to ſay ſome 
very diſagreeable things of them. But, if 1 
underſtand you right, by the Chriſtian prieft- 
bood, the lawful prieſtbood, and the parochial 
clergy, you mean the very ſame thing, or the 
very ſame perſons, namely, the teachers of the 
eſtabliſhed church. But it happens unfortu- 
nately for you, that ſuch teachers are nowhere 


* You know that the word clergyman is derived from 
the word xaupes, a let, or inheritance, and that it is applied 
by the apoſtle, in Eph. i. 11, to all Chriſtians, men and 
women, without diſtinction. Er @ M π E, Which is 
rendered by our tranſlators, “ In whom we, alſo we, have 
obtained an inheritance ;** but which may be rendered, 
By whom we are made clergymen and clergywomen.““ 


The mezning of the word, I ſuppoſe, came to be changed, 


when the Roman pontiff and his creatures laid a plzn for 
dividing all the lands of this and other kingdoms between 
them, and ſhating them out amongſt thrm only, by lat. 


C2 mentioned 
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mentioned in the word of God. 1f, however: 
the Methodiſts tell lies of them, you may com- 
fort yourſelf with the reflection, that they 
ſhall anſwer for their conduct before the God 
of truth. 

But you again ſay, that the Methodiſts han- 
dle the word of God deceitfully, betauſe they 
preach up the doctrine of irreſiſtible grace, 
grounding it upon the obſcure paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, without taking notice of the plain paſſages 
that are contrary to it, This very ingenious 
obſervation, after what I have already aid, 
needs but a very ſhort anſwer. Are you ſure, 
however, that they take no notice of the plain 
paſſages that oppugn the doftrine in queſtion ? 
Or, if they do not, may they not, poſſibly, 
without any evil deſign, miſtake their mean- 


ing, and therefore neglect them without any 


deceit? Have you yourſelf never heard a Me- 
thodiſt introduce thoſe plain paſlages, and, 


though moſt ſtrangely, I dare not ſay diſho- 


neſtly, pervert their obvious meaning? I 
fancy, if you have often been preſent at their 
public aſſemblies, (which is to be ſuppoſed 
from your perfect knowledge of them) you 
may have heard them argue in this manner, 
if not upon the ſame text, upon a fimilar one. 
„Our Lord ſays, Come unto me, all you 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt, Ay, very true; but what 
ſtrength is there in the arm of fleſh? Who 
can come unto him, unleſs he draws us by his 

| grace? 
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ace? For, without me, ſays the precious 
9 you can do nothing; and, by 
grace you are ſaved, ſays the apoſtle Paul, and 
this not of yourſelves, leſt any man ſhould 
boaſt. But if he once draw us by his ſpirit, 
if he touch our hearts, and ſprinkle them with 
his blood, and incline our wills to his will, 
then are we paſſed from death unto life ; for 
we can do all things through Chriſt that 
ſtrengtheneth vs.” Now if the Methodiſts 
are fo unhappily biaſſed by prejudices, as to 
believe this abſurd ſenſe, put upon a plain text 
of ſcripture, to be the true ſenſe of it, can you 
charitably, or conſcientiouſly, charge them 
with a wilful, diabolical miſrepreſentation o 
it? 

But you farther affirm, that the Methodiſts 
handle the word of God deceitfully, becauſe they 
preach the doctrine of perſeverance. But may 
you not as well charge them with handling 
the word of God deceitfully, becauſe they do 
not underſtand it? You think that the doc- 
trine is not taught in ſcripture, They may 
poſſibly think otherwiſe. Nay, it is evident 
from your own quotation out of one of their. 
ſermons, that they think the ſcriptures decide 
in their favour, Argue the matter out then 
among yourſelves, But that you, my good 
Sir, may not argue to no purpoſe, remember 
that hard names make no converts. | 

You likewiſe charge the Methodiſts with 
bandling the word of God deceitfully, becauſe 


— 
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they preach the doftrine of election, and do not 
examine all the texts and contexts of ſcripture 
relating to it. But upon what authority do 
you build your aſſertion? How are you cer- 
tain that they do not, in their own opinions, 
examine all. the texts of ſcripture relating to 
this point, as carefully as you yourſelf have 
done? Do not numbers of them reaſon very 
metaphyſically upon this very ſubject ? and are 
they not ſo ſanguine of the ſtrength of their ar- 
guments, as evidently to fear no oppoſition ? 
Have you not heard them quote, God is no 
reſpecter of perſons,” as the pillar of their ad- 
verſaries doctrine, and demoliſh it with two or 
three queſtions? * Will God make no diſ- 
tinction between the wicked and the good, 
between his elect and his non-elect, between 
the murderer and the faint? Yes certainly; 
otherwiſe there could be no occaſion for a fu- 
ture day of reckoning. Bat the apoſtle's 
meaning is, that God is no reſpeCter of one 
nation more than of another, no reſpecter of 
the Jews more than of the Gentiles, but that 
be gathereth the called according to his purpoſe 
out of all nations.” You may make what re- 
flections you pleaſe upon their reaſoning here, 
Your buſineſs is, however, to prove that they 
are inſincere in the application of their argu- 


ments. | 
But I muſt do you the juſtice to acknow- 


ledge, that you ſeem to think you have gone 


too far upon this head, You are, not without 
| ſome 


„ 


ſome reaſon, afraid that you may be thought 
to have contradicted the ſeventeenth article of 
the church: though you cafily get over the 
difficulty, ſaying, ** That article mentions no- 
thing of an abſolute determination of men to 
happineſs or miſery, without any regard to 
their actions, and that therefore no man is 
obliged to put a ſenſe upon the article contrary 
to the ſcriptures,” ' What? if the article ſup- 
poſes an abſolute determination of men to 


happineſs or miſery, are you then obliged to 


defend the article in oppofition to the ſerip- 
tures? Or, would you reſt the importance 
of the ſcriptures, not upon their divine origt- 
nal, but upon the ſenſe of your article? Juſtly, 
then, may the Methodiſts cry down the eſtab- 
liſhed church, and the eſtabliſhed clergy. 

But how comes it, Sir, that you are ſo poſi- 
tive in determining that this article mentions 
nothing of an abſolute determination of men to 
happineſs. or miſery ? Your brother Bowman 
of Suffolk has furniſhed the world with very 
plauſible arguments for determining the con- 
trary. And, notwithſtanding your bold aſ- 
ſertion, it ſtill appears to me, that every un- 
prejudiced perſon whatever, who gives the 
article a fair reading, muſt think that it men- 
tions, at leaſt, an abſolute determination of 
men to happineſs. Was not this doQtine uni- 
verſally taught and received in the world, at 


the time the article was framed? Was it not 


the conſtant and avowed doaArine of the com- 
| | pilers, 
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pilers, and of all the reformers? And what 
elſe can the firſt ſentence of the article mean 
« Predeſtination to life, is the everlaſting pur- 
poſe of God, whereby, before the foundations 
of the world were laid, he hath conſtantly de- 
creed by his counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver 
from curſe and damnation thoſe whom he 
Hath choſen in Chriſt out of mankind, and to 
bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, 
as veſſels made to honour *. The compilers, 
indeed, afterwards fay, that the predeſtinated 
walk religiouſly in good works. But, by this, 
they evidently mean no more than the Me- 
thodiſts themſelves allow, that thoſe who have 
received the grace of God are afterwards ne- 
ceſſarily exerciſed in good works. This is 
demonſtrable from the eleventh article, which 

fitively ſays, © We are accounted. righteous 
before God—not for our works and deſervings, 
Wherefore, that we are juſtified by faith only, 
is a moſt wholeſome doctrine.” 

Yet, in the ſame page, you charge the Me- 
thodiſts with handling the word of God deceit- 
fully, becauſe they preach faith without works, 
You ſurely. ſhould ingenuouſly have added, 
« and the church of England alſo handles the 
word of God deceitfully.“ 
But, in the next page, you bring the ſame 
charge againſt them, for denying the freedom of 


“ Strange, that we ſhould be acquainted with the coun» 
ſel of God, that is ſecret to uu ; 


man's 
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man's will, Now, Sir, your own church ſays, 
« We have no power to do good works, plea- 
ſant and acceptable to God, without the grace 
of God preventing us; that is, unleſs we are 
irrefiſtibly wrought upon, as the Methodiſts 
ſay. Nay, the thirteenth article ſays, © Works 
done before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpi- 
ration of his ſpirit,” (that is, what the Me- 
thodiſts call the 7nward calling, and on which 
they found all holineſs and happineſs) © are 
not pleaſant to God—Yea rather, for that they 
are not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded, (that is, by his directing and irre- 
ſiſtible power) © we doubt not but they have 
the nature of fin,” Condemn the Methodiſts, 
and defend your church, if you can. If they 
handle the word of God deceitfully, you will 

| find it no eaſy matter to vindicate yourſelf from 

the ſame crime. | 

| This I intend to ſhew more particularly in 
my next letter. In the mean time, 1 


Jam, 

g | Reverend Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
PHILALETHES, 


D LETTER 
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LETTER IE. 


REVEREND SIR, 


Have endeavoured to prove, in my former 

letter, that you have entirely perverted the 
ſenſe of the apoſtle in your text, and conſe- 
quently that all your charges againſt the Me- 
thodiſts, of Handling the word of God deceit- 
Fully, grounded upon your interpretation of 
this text, are abſolutely, without any founda- 
tion. If, however, you would ſtill inſinuate 
the contrary, I hope in this letter, according 
to your own arguments, to convince the world, 
that if the Methodiſts handle the word of 
God deceitfully, you yourſelf do the ſame 
thing : For you, as well as they, contradict 
the doctrines of ſcripture. 

You have ſaid in your ſermons, for inſtance, 
that God has thought fit to conceal from us the 
nature of myſteries ; whereas, according to the 
ſcriptures, God has revealed to us the myſtery 
which was hid from ages. You likewiſe men- 
tion the merits and ſatisfaction of Chriſt, as 
the means of our obtaining eternal life ; and 
you aſcribe equal glory to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, without any ſcripture au- 
thority, nay, in direct eontradition to the 

* . whole 


1 
whole tenor of ſcripture. And, if I may be 
allowed to infer what your ſentiments are from 
your articles and- creeds *, a long catalogue of 
our doctrines is a notorious oppoſition to the 
plaineſt pallages of ſcripture. 

As a churchman, you muſt declare that we 
ought-to call men fathers, reverend fathers, and 
right reverend fathers in God, and be ſubject to 
them as ſuch, contrary to the commands of 
Chriſt, © to call no man father upon earth,” and 
* not to lord it over God's heritage.” And 
you muſt alſo declare, contrary to the ſame 
commands, that“ Chriſtians have a power to 
decree rites or ceremonies, and authority in con- 
troverſies of faith.” You muſt, farther, teach 
the triplicity of the Godhead, and aſſert, that 
the very and eternal God was born, of a wo- 
man, took man's nature upon him, was cru- 
cified, died, was buried, and deſcended into 
Hell, in fla repugnancy to the word of God, 
ts the dictates of reaſon and common ſenſe, 
and to the whole volume of nature. You 
muſt alſo avow, that body, fleſh, and bones, 
can inherit the kingdom, though Jeſus Chriſt, 
the way and the truth, has aſſured us, that fcth 
and blood cannot inherit .the kingdom of 
Heaven. You alſo proclaim to the world, 


And this J have certainly a right to do, if you would 
not be charged with hypocriiy for protefiing what you do 
not believe, and with blaſphemy for addreiling the Supreme 
bene under a character which you do not think belongs to 

im. 
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that the Holy Ghoſt is very and eternal God, 
without any warrant from ſcripture ; and you 
aſſert, that the three Creeds, Nice Creed, 
Athanaſius's Creed, and the Apoſtle's Creed, 
ought thoroughly to be believed, and that they 
may be proved by moſt certain warrants of 
holy ſcripture. After this, indeed, you may 
aſſert any thing. You ſhould rather [ove ſaid, 
that all human creeds are damned engines of 
contention. The Athanaſian Creed is more. 
It gives Jeſus Chriſt and all his apoſtles the 
lie; for they all plainly and harmoniouſly de- 
clare, that the Father only is the one living 
and true God, and that beſides him there is no 
God. The Athanaſian Creed, farther, brings 
every man in the world under the ſentence of 
everlaſting damnation ; for it ſays, that every 
man who wholly believeth it not, ſhall with- 
out doubt periſh everlaſtingly ; whereas you 
muſt acknowledge it, ſuppoſing it Zrue, to 
be an incomprehenſible myſtery, and there- 
fore what cannot be believed. 

But you farther aſſert, that original, or birth 
fin, belongeth to every perſon born into the 
world, and deſerveth God's wrath and damna- 
tion, contrary to the ſcriptures. You alſo aſſert, 
that we have no power to do good works, and 
that we are juſtified by faith only, contrary to 
the ſcriptures, and to yourſelf. You likewiſe 
call the ſacraments certain ſure witneſſes, and 
effeftual ſigns of grace, and ſay that they work 
inviſibly in us, contrary to the ſcriptures, And 
you 


A 
you believe and teach, Cc. &c. &c. elſe you 
juſtly incur all the abuſe which the Methodiſts 
have thrown out againſt you. 

But there is one article of your faith which is 
ſufficient, you may poſſibly think, to atone for 
all the abſurdities, contradictions, and anathe- 
mas of all the others; and that is this; You 
believe, that by muttering only a few words 
over a dying perſon, you can inſtantly waſh 
away 'all his ſins, and waft him (though his 
whole life has been a ſcene of iniquities) to 
the regions of endleſs bliſs, How contradictory 
are your anathemas to your abſolutions ? and 
how contradictory both your anathemas and 
abſolutions are to the goſpel of Chriſt, He that 
hath eyes to ſee, let him ſee. 

I need not add any farther proofs, I think, 
to ſhew that, if the Methodiſts are guilty, you 
are equally ſo, But I have ſome other thoughts 
of conſequence to communicate to you, Theſe, 
however, I propoſe for the ſubject of another 
letter, ſuppoſing that you imagine the preſent 
long enough already. 

I am, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 


PruiLALETHES, 


LETTER 


| 
1 
| 
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| 
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LETTER III. 


REvEREND SIR, 


TH E next thing ap I will notice, is your 
fling at tbe enthuſiaſm of Metbodifts, Pa- 
Piſis, and fanatics of every denomination. You 
allow, then, that error may creep into your 
own. charch ; for you allow, and this is gene- 
rous, that there are enthuſiaſts belonging to 
every denomination. Was this conceſſion 
forced from you, becauſe the Methodiſts are 
of the ſame denomination with yourſelf? You 
can tell. But, however this be, eyery one, 
1 imagine, without exception, who is out of 
the boſom of the charch, is, in your eye, an 
enthuſiaſt; Well! I can in ſome meaſure ac- 
count for your payifig this compliment to all 
the diſſenting Proteſtants of this country, and 
to all the members of all foreign Proteſtant 
churches. 

But you ſeem to diſcover too narrow a ſpi- 
rit, when you lump the orthodox Papiſts with 
all heretical" Proteſtants, Surely the Papiſts, 
Sir, deſerve to be treated with more civility, 
moderation, and gentleneſs. Their creeds are 
your creeds. The conſtitution of their church 
is very nearly the ſame with the conſtitution 


of 
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of your church. You acknowledge * their 
ordination to be valid and apoſtolical : and 
their worſhip is performed with ſuch decency 
and order, that you ought, in courteſy, to 
have paſſed over thoſe trifles in which you 
diſagree. Indeed you do not acknowledge the 
Pope, but the king and parliament, to be the 
head of your church. But why may not the 
Papiſts ſubmit to a fallible head in religious 
matters, as. well as the. Proteſtants? There 
are, it is true, ſome other differences between 
the two churches ; but they are ſuch differences 
as can ſcarcely be diſtinguiſhed, amidſt the 
almoſt univerſal and admirable harmony that 
ſubſiſts between them. The Athanaſian Creed, 
that infallible and adorable ſyſtem of the true, 
orthodox, and only ſaving faith, reconciles them 
all, This creed, at leaſt, with the many 
other marks of the true church that I am now 
going to mention, muſt reconcile them, if the 


* You refuſe to admit any Diſſenters into your church 
as miniſters, though already ordained, unleſs they ſubmit to 
your ordination likewiſe, I wiſh that you had never ad- 
mitted any of them into your church. But you receive 
with open arms thoſe who have been ordained in the 
church of Rome, in that pure, apoſtolical church, without 
impoſing any other ordination upon them. I wonder, if 
Timothy was now living, who was ordained by the laying 
on of the hands of the Preſbytery, whether or not you would 
admit him into your church, without. renouncing the vali- 
dity of his firſt ordination ? | 


$ 1. Tim, iv. 14. 


ccntending 


bo 
contending parties are not very unreaſonable on 
both ſides. For “, 


Do the Papiſts ſubmit to human authority 
in matters of faith-? ſodo you. Is their church 
governed by reverend and right reverend lords, 
archbiſhops, biſhops, deans, archdeacons, rec- 
tors, vicars, curates, chancellors, officinals, 
prebends, canons, &c. without ſo much as 
the ſhadow of any warrant from the ſcriptures? 
ſo is your church exactly. Do they ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly, or orthodoxically, that is, unſcrip- 
turally, conſecrate churches, chapels, cathe- 
drals, burying-grounds, biſhops, Cc. ſo do 
you. Do they erect altars in their churches, 
agreeably to the will of pope Sylveſter, in the 
year 334? ſo do you. Þo they, agreeably to 
the will of pope Gregory, in the eighth cen- 
tury, uſe litanies, liturgies, collects, ordinaries, 
reſponſes, ſinging fervice, The Lord have 
mercy upon us, Cc. ſo do you, Do their 


prieſts wear ſurplices, in conformity to Pagan 


antiquity, and to the edict of 1 ug Adrian, in 
the year 796 ſo do your prieſts. Do they, 
in conformity to Pagan cuſtom likewiſe, bow 
to the altar, and to the Eaſt? ſo do you. Have 
they their matins, their confeſſions, their 


* The greateſt part of the remainder of this letter is 
taken from Mr. De Laune, one of thoſe generous ſpirits 
who dare to ſacrifice their lives in the ſacred cauſe of liberty 
and truth. I am glad of an opportunity of recommending 
his valuable performance to the notice of the world. 


croſſings, 
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eroſſings, their holidays, their faſts, feaſts, 
vigils, confirmation, Cc. ſo have you. Do 
they ſtand at the reading of the Goſpels, ac- 
cording to the wiſdom of pope Anaſtaſius, in 


the year 400? ſo do you. Do they kneel at 


the altar, according to the invention of the 
thirteenth century, after tranſubſtantiation was' 
eſtabliſhed ?- fo do you. Have they their god- 
fathers and godmothers at baptiſm ? Do they 
believe that this rite regenerates, and myſti- 
cally waſhes away fin? And do they believe, 
that when this rite is performed, infants are 
capable of underſtanding, reaſoning, believing, 
Sec. fo have, and believe you. And are they 
not able to produce one ſyllable from the Chri- 
ſtian records, in juſtification of thoſe numerous 
ceremonies ? You are exactly in the ſame cir- 
cumſtances, | 

Farther, have they their Rogation-week, 
according to the inſtitution of pope Leo, in the 
year 444 ? ſo have you? Do they preſcribe 
particular habits for their prieſts, ſuch as gowns, 
tippets, four-cornered caps, &c. according to 

pe Zachary, in the year 737? ſo do you. 
Do they uſe organs in their churches, accord- 
ing to the fancy of pope Vitellianus, in the 
eighth century? ſo do you. Do they, in obe- 
dience to the decree of pope Clement, from 
Septuageſſima till Eaſter, from Rogation till 
Whitſontide, and from Advent to Epiphany, 
prohibit marriages ? This doctrine of devils is 
tranſlated from their rubric to yours, Have 
they 
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they their Wedneſdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 
faſts, according to Boniface, in the fifth cen- 
tury ? ſo have you. Does their kalendar di- 
vide the year into feaſts, vigils, faſts, and 
working days? ſo does yours, The only dif- 
ference here is, that their faſts, &c. are more 
numerous than yours: but all yours, except the 
Martyrdom of the Bleſſed King Charles, are 
tranſcribed from theirs. Their feaſts are di- 
vided into moveables and fixed ; ſo are yours, 
Their moveables are all the ſame with yours, 
Their Eaſter-day 1s the ſame with yours. Their 
Advent-Sunday, the neareſt to the feaſt of St. 
Andrew, is the. ſame with yours. Their 
Septuageſſima-Sunday is nine weeks before 
Eaſter; ſo is yours. Their Sexageſſima is 
eight weeks before Eaſter; ſo is yours. Their 
Quinquageſſima is ſeven weeks before Eaſter; 
ſo is yours. Their Quadrageſſima is ſix weeks 
before Eaſter; ſo is yours. Their Rogatiop- 
Sunday is five weeks, their Whitſunday ſeven 
weeks, their Aſcenſion Day forty days, their 
Trinity-Sunday eight weeks after Eaſter, and 
twenty-four Sundays after Trinity; ſo are 
yours. 8 

Their fixed feaſts are likewiſe the ſame with 
yours. Their Circumciſion, January the 1ſt, 
Their Epiphany, January the 6th. Their 
converſion. of St, Paul, January the. 25th. 
Their Purification, February the zd. Their 
St. Matthias, February the 24th. Their An- 
nunciation, March the 25th, Their St, _ 
8 pri 
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April the 25th. Their St. Philip and Jacob, 
May the 1ſt. Their St. Barnabas, June the 
11th. Their St. John the Baptiſt, June the 
24th. Their St. Peter, June the 29th. Their 
St. James, July the 25th, Their St. Bartho- 
lomew, Auguſt the 24th. Their St. Matthew, 
September the 21ſt. Their St. Michael, Sep- 
tember the 29th. Their St. Luke, October 
the 18th. Their St. Simon and Jude, Octo- 
ber the 28th. Their All Saints, like the Pa- 
gan Omnium Divorum, or nasa, d, Novem- 
ber the 1ſt, Their St. Andrew, November 
the zoth. Their St. Thomas, December the 
21ſt. Their Chriſtmas, December the 25th. 
Their St, Stephen, December the 26th. Their 
St. John the Evangeliſt, December the 27th. 
Their Innocents, December the 28th. They 
have alſo their Eaſter-Monday and Tueſday, 
and their Whit-Monday and Tueſday ; and 
ſo have you. Their faſts alſo are forty 
days in Lent. Their Ember-days are the 
Wedneſdays, Fridays, and Saturdays after the 
firſt Sunday in Lent, after the Pentecoſt, after 
the 14th of September, and after the 13th ot 
December; fo are yours. Their Rogation- 
days are likewiſe the fame, the Mondays, 
Tueſdays, and Wedneſdays before Eaſter, and 
all the Fridays in the year. Of all which, as 
Mr. De Laune fays, not one word in the New 
Teſtament ; none but your ſovereign lord the 

Pope hath required theſe things at your hands. 
Their ſervice is hkewiſe divided, as yours 
| E 2 iS, 
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is, into matin and evening ſongs; and appro- 
priated to the particular feaſts, faſts, vigils, 
baptiſm, euchariſt, marriage, burial, confir- 
mation, viſitation of the ſick, churching of 
women, Cc. ſo is yours. And they and you 
have your colle&s, confeſſions, abſolutions, 
preſcript leſſons of the Pſalms, Epiſtles, Goſ- 
pels, Prophets, and Apocrypha, and litanies, 
anthems or canticles, and comminations, ap- 
propriated to the above offices. The follow- 
ing you have, right orthodoxically, taken word 
for word from the Maſs-book, Benedicite Om- 
Dia Opera, Benedictus Dominus, Deus Iſrael, 
Magnicat anima mea, Nunc dimittis, Qui- 
cunque vult, Te Deum, Gloria Patri, repeated 
often, and after every Pſalm, Gloria in ex- 
celſis, and Pater Noſter, often in every ſervice 
and exerciſe. | 
You agrec with them in rites and ceremo- 
nies. They kneel at confeſſion and abſolu- 
tion ; ſo do you, They ſtand at the rehearſal 
of the Apoſtle's Creed, and repeat it after the 
, prieſt; ſo do you. They kneel at the re- 
hearſal of the Lord's Prayer, repeating it after 
the prieſt; ſo do you. They ſtand at Gloria 
Patri, and at the Athanaſian Creed; ſo do 
you, They repeat, Lord and Chriſt have 
mercy upon us, &c. atter the prieſt, kneeling ; 
fo do you. They make reſponſes, in ſaying or 
ſinging litanies; ſo do. you. They kneel at 
the Lord's supper, and when the Ten Com- 
mandments are read, aſking mercy and Brace 
alter 
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after every commandment ; ſo do you, - Their 
prieſts and people read the Pſalms, alternately, 
verſe by verſe; ſo do yours. They fit at read- 
ing the leſſons, uncover themſelves in the 
churches, ſing anthems, &c. with vocal and 
inſtrumental muſic, and bow to the Eaſt, and 
at the name of Jeſus, or rather at the name 
Jeſus; ſo do you, without one word of autho- 
rity from the Chriſtians' only rule of faith. 

Farther, they dedicate their churches to ſaints, 
after the manner of the Pagans of old, and 
build them Eaſt and Weſt; ſo do you. They 
have their ſuperior prieſts, as biſhops, arch- 
biſhops, &c. in imitation of the Pagan flaming 
and arch-flamins ; ſo have you. They have 
their deans, &c. to miniſter in cathedrals, and 
their parſons, &c. to miniſter in pariſhes; ſo 
have you. And they have their clerical habits, 


as ſurplices, &c. as the Pagan prieſts had be- 


fore them; and fo have you, without any war- 
rant from the holy ſcriptures. 

Your method of ordination 1s alſo the ſame, 
and all the circumſtances of time, place, ad- 
miſſion, &c. relating to it, the ſame. The 
only times of ordaining the prieſts and deacons 
of both churches, arc the four Sundays imme- 
dately after the Ember-weeks, The only 
place is the cathedral ; and the only time, when 
divine ſervice is performing. The Popiſh and 
Engliſh biſhops are bound to examine the can- 
didates diligently. The Popiſh and Engliſh 
deacons are, according to the regulation of 


both 


*& 

both churches, to continue in office one whoſe 
year, before they can commence preſbyters, 
Neither Popiſh nor Engliſh deacons can be ad- 
mitted to holy orders until they are twenty - 
three years of age, nor to preſbyter's orders 


before they are full twenty- four years of age. 


The Engliſh as well as the Popiſh archdeacon 
is obliged to preſent thoſe who are to be or- 
dained to the biſhop, ſaying, REVEREND 
FATHER. The Engliſh and Popiſh bi- 
ſhops, upon this occaſion, aſk the archdeacons 
the fame queſtions, * Do you know them to 
be worthy ?” and then proclaim, ** If any one 
has aught againſt the candidates, let him now 
declare it.“ After the archdeacons, who have 
ſearched and known the candidates hearts, have 
given in the uſual anſwers, the Engliſh as well 
as the Popiſh biſhops deliver the New Teſta- 
ment to the candidates, ſaying, Receive power 


to read the Goſpel in the church of God“. 


Then comes in, in both ſervices, Lord have 
mercy upon us, &c. God the Son, &c. Both 
Churches ſing the very fame hymn, with this 
only difference, that the one is in Latin, the 
other in Engliſh, The elected humbly kneel- 
ing, both Engliſh and Popiſh biſhops lay their 
hands on them, ſay ing, Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſe fins thou doſt forgive, &c. 


Quere, is not the cuſtom that prevails among a great 
part of the laity of your church to be deemed here): 
namely, the cuſtom of reading the word of God in their 
families, without a law! p:wer from the biſhop ? 


Then 
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Then the benediction is the ſame in both 
churches. The peace of God and the bleſſing 
of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, be with you, Gc. Of all which, not 
one word in the New Teſtament, 

Laſtly, the members of both churches fit at 
reading the Epiſtles, and ſtand, bow, and re- 
ſpond, at reading of the Goſpels, bandying pers 
petually from - prieſt to people, Lord have 
mercy uponus, Chriſt havemercy upon us, &c.“ 
in obedzence to the command in teronomy 
iv. 2. Ye ſhall not add unto the word that I 
command you, neither ſhall you diminiſh aught 
from it, that you may keep the command-, 
ments of the Lord your God which I com- 
mand you; and to obtain the % fing pro- 
miſed in Revelations xxii. 18. If any man 
ſhall add unto theſe things, God will add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this bock.“ 
Finexable tl ' 

Giving you ſome time to pauſe upon the 
ſubje& of this letter, I ſubſcribe myſelf once 


more, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your's, &c. 
PRILALETHES, 


LETTER 


\ 


LES 


LETTER; 


REVEREND SIR, 


IT H this letter I intend to take m 
leave of you. I have, I think, in my 
firſt letter, ſufficiently ſhewn that you have 


entirely miſtaken the ſenſe of the apoſtle in 


your text, and conſequently that all your rail. 
ing againſt the Methodiſts, built upon your 
miſrepreſentation of this text, was without any 


Juſt reaſon. I now hope, that you will not be 


aſhamed to do even the Methodiſts that juſtice 
which every fellow=creature demands, and has 


a right to expect from another, by whom he 


is injuriouſly treated. 

The Methodiſts may not, el upon the 
whole, thank me for what 1 haye done, as they 
will find my ſentiments, in many reſpects, dia- 
metrically oppoſite to theirs, I do not, however, 


think myſelf the leſs obliged to vindicate them 


from a falſe charge, and to be charitably diſpoſed 
towards them, whatever be their ſentiments, ſo 
long as their moral conduct will ſtand as ſtrict a 
ſcrutiny as that of their enemies, But you, Sir, 
have much more reaſon, as you may perceive 
from my ſecond and third letters, to think fa- 
vourably of the Methodiſts than I have. T hey 
are the true ſons of the church, notwithſtand- 

ing 
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ing all yout inſinuations to the contrary: and, 
as ſuch, they unqueſtionably deſerve the eſteem 
and thanks of every flaming advocate for the 


church. | 

But both you and they, in my opinion, 
* Expoſe the true religion to the ſcorn and 
contempt of Infidels and Deiſts. For any one, 
who has the uſe of his reaſon, and a tolerable 
ſhare of underſtanding, muſt perceive, that 
your manner of interpreting the word of God, 
in conformity to the abſlruſe myſteries of the 


thirty nine articles, is ſuch as to make the 


Chriſtian religion appear ridiculous ; and is, in 
effect, to burleſque it. So that when libertines 
find religion repreſented in ſuch a deſpicable 


light, they imagine they have ſufficient reaſon 
to juſtify their treating it with contempt ; and' 


therefore imprudently fix that reproach upon 


religion, which is due only to the miſrepreſen- 


tation of it. And, however wrong it may be 
in them to do fo, yet it cannot be denied but 
that they had too much occaſion for it; not 
only from the church of Rome, but alſo from 
the church of England, and from all the eſtabliſhed 
churches in the world.” | 
Though the greateſt part of the preceding 


paragraph is your own, I cannot. join with 


you in afhrming, as you immediately after do, 
that The dark and confuſed diſcourſes of an 
enthuſiaſt juſtify the laughing at them; add- 
ing, ** For no one can be ſerious in a farce, 


or avoid ridiculing what is in itſelf ridiculous.” ' 


I rather think that the ſcrious, when Jabqur- 
F ing 
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ing under the groſſeſt deluſions, demand on? 


compaſſion, and that nothing can juſtify us in 


laughing at them. Neither can J agree with 
you, © That we cannot avoid ridiculing what 
is in itſelf ridiculous.” What can be more 
ridiculous than the life of a hardened and in- 
corrigible ſinner ? But is ſuch a one, poſting 
to deſtruction, a juſt object of ridicule? Or, 
do you always find yourſelf diſpoſed to be 
merry, and irreſiſtibly led to exerciſe, your ta- 
lents of ridicule, when ſuch a one comes in 
your way? If it be true, however, that all 
dark and confuſed difcourſes ſhould be treated 
as you obſerve they ſhould, you cannot be diſ- 
pleaſed with me for giving you a hint, which 
you are welcome to improve as much as you 
think proper, for your own benefit, and the 
entertainment of the public. The hint is this: 
That there may be fome excellent farces made 
out of a book which you have ſubſctibed, and 
which, though ſet up as the ſtandard of the 


orthodox faith, and aſſented to by the Metho- - 


diſts on the one fide, and by you on the other 
ſide, © is only the ſpectre of religion, murdered 
by ignorance and enthuſiaſm.“ 
I I would not have you, then, upon recog- 
niſing the Methodiſtical ſyſtem to be the ſame 
with your own, to fit down contented with 
either. 1 would rather have you to ſhake off 
the galling fetters of all human authority what- 
eyer, in matters of faith, to apply yourſelf ſe- 
riouſly to the doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
learn from him what doctrines you 255 
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teach and believe, what duties you ſhould re- 
commend and practiſe, You will then ſtand 
upon a foundation that can never be moved, 
Deiſts will be afraid to attack you. All the 
principles of enthuſiaſm will tumble down 
before you ; reaſon will ſupport you; charity 
will inſpire you; candour will direct you; 
and hope, and peace, and joy, and a ſerene 
confidence in God, will be your conſtant com- 
panions. You will then be no longer put out 
of humour with the mere weakneſſes of your 
brethren around you. You will then be your- 
ſelf amidſt the bitter ſcenes of adverſity, as 
much as in the calm breezes of proſperity. 
Being no farther hampered with human {y(- 
tems, nor neceſſitated to grope in the dark 
for bewildering arguments to reconcile the moſt 
jarring contradictions, but ſolicitous only for 
the propagation of the truth, and illuminated 
with the heavenly unclouded light of the Goſ- 
pel, you will always: ſee your way clear and 
ſmooth before you, and be always ſatisfied 
from yourſelf, Your nights will be ſpent in 
refreſhing ſlumbers: your days will be no 
longer embittered with the rancour of party 
diſputes, You will paſs through the journey 
of life without ſhame or confuſion, with per- 
petually-increaſing honour and glory; and 
death, your laſt enemy, will lead you to all 
the fullneſs of thoſe pleaſures that flow at God's 
right-hand for evermore. 

What a happy exchange will you make! 
Lou are at preſent involved in a thouſand em- 
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Parraſſments, afraid to ſpeak. the truth if yo 
diſcover it, or, if you have ſpoken it, obliged 
again to explain it away, leſt you ſhould ſeem 


to act inconſiſtently with your profeſſion, or 


be found fighting againſt your Anti-Proteſtant 
church. At preſent, Sir, conſider ſeriouſly 
how ineffectual all your endeavours are to in- 
culcate moral duties upon the minds of your 
audience, when every true churchman muſt 
believe that he has nothing to do with the 
doctrines of repentance and amendment; that 


he has only to aſk for your abſolution upon 


his death-bed, and receive a ſafe paſſport to 
Heaven, And, at preſent, what pain mult it 
give yourſelf, and how little edifying muſt it 
be to your hearers, to declare, that unleſs we 
believe—it is ſhocking to repeat what—we 
muſt, without doubt, periſh everlaſtingly? 
How contradictory, as I ſaid before, are your 
anathemas to your abſolutions, &c. 

Welcame to me, then, that Sacred Book, 
which diſperſeth every cloud, which delivereth 
me from all human authority and interpoſition, 
in matters of faith, and teacheth me a religion 
that is countenanced by the whole volume of 
nature, and is in perfect harmony with the 
innate ſentiments of my own mind. A reli- 
gion that is founded in reaſon “, that is ſe- 


I think I may well ſay a religion founded in reaſon. 
Fhe viſible footſteps of a Deity, and of his providence, in 
all his works; the expediency of a divine revelation ; the 
perfection of the Chriſtian ; the character of Jeſus, its 
pleſſed author; the ſpotleſs purity of his life and _—_— 
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tS5ded by conſcience, that ſtrengtheneth and 
realiſeth all our /ongings after immortality, that 


his fervent piety and perfect reſignation to the will of his 
heavenly father in all things; his aſtoniſhing meekneſs, 
humility, condeſcenſion, and inoffenſiveneſs ; his indefa - 
tigable ** in doing good; his exemplary patience and 
felf-denial ; his friendſhip towards ſinners; his benevolence 
towards all; his love even to his implacable enemies, and 
bloody  perſecutors ; the wiſdom with which he ſpoke 
the bey and ſublimity of his doctrines; their ten- 
dency to refine and purify the hearts, and humanize the 
tempers of men; the objects theſe doctrines aimed at, 
namely, that we would worſhip the one only living and 
true God in ſpirit and in truth, that we would be juſt and 
merciful to our neighbours, nay, that we would love them 
as ourfelves, and that we would pray for and do good to 
thoſe who hate us and moſt deſpitefully uſe us, and that we 
would be ſober and temperate ourſelves, place our affections 
principally on things above, and caſt all our cares upon 
the infinitely gracious and omnipotent parent of the uni- 
verſe ; the exact correſpondency of ancient prophecy to the 
extraordinary manner of his birth ; the moſt remarkable 
occurrences of his life ; the ſhameful and ignominious 
death he ſuffered, and his ſpeedy and triumphant victory 
over it; the innumerable and ſtupendous miracles he per- 
formed openly in the ſight of the world, in atteſtation of 
his divine miſſion, all of them confeſſedly beyond any power 
barely human to accompliſh, and, above all, God's raiſing 
him up from the dead three days after his crucifixion, as he 
himſelf foretold, and as was circumſtantially predicted of 
him by the ancient prophets ; the amazing ſpread of his 
religion, ſhortly after his aſcenſion, over almolt all parts of 
the known world, by a few fiſhermen, without power or 
influence, without learning or eloquence, in oppoſition to 
the prejudices of both Jews and Gentiles, in oppoſition ta 
their own former favourite ſchemes, "ſentiments, and paſ- 
ſions, in oppoſition to the ſcorn and deriſion of their friends 
and kind:ed, and the cruel inſults, and bitter perſecutions - 
of their adverſaries; their undaunted boldneſs, in preach- 
ing, that the ſame Jeſus who was crucified, and whom 
they before had cowardly forſaken, was alive again, and 
> 1 „ exalted 
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js confirmed by the teſtimony of the heavens; 
and by the frame of the univerſe, and that, 
contrary to the opinion of lord Shafiſbury (ſee 


Theological Repolitory, vol. II. No. 4.) hath 
ſtood the ſevereſt teſt: of ridicule! This is a 
religion worthy of man, ſuitable to the bound- 
leſs deſires of the children of God, the heirs and 
expectants of future, unfading, everlaſting glory. 

Here are no myſteries, no incomprehen- 
ſibles, no ſcholaſtic ſubtleties to confound, diſ- 


tract, and terrify the mind. Here all is rea- 
ſon and truth. The way to eternal life is ſo 


eaſy, ſo obvious, that the wayfaring men, 
though fools, cannot err therein, And: this is 


exalted by the right-hand of God; the ſingular ſimplicity 
and ſimilarity of their narration of facts; their unconquered 
ſelf-denial, in foregoing all the honours, riches, and plea · 
ſures of this world, and expoſing themſelves to all the mi- 
ſeries which mortals could either fear or ſuffer; their reſo- 
lution and conſtancy in undertaking and bearing up againſt 
the moſt difficult, dangerous, and laborious hardſhips ; 
their reſignation to the will of Heaven under all their af- 
fictions; their joy in being counted worthy to ſuffer ſuch 
things for Chriſt's ſake ; their unſhaken firmneſs of mind, 
and triumphant exclamations, when expiring in the flames, 
on the gibbet, or on the eroſs; and the gradual and full 
accompliſhment of their prophecies relating to the riſe and 
progreſs of Anti-Chriſt; all theſe things put together, make 
me give my teſtimony to the truth of the Goſpel. The 
amiableneſs, the lovelineſs of all its precepts, the dread of 
falling under the juſt diſpleaſure of God for neglecting ſo 


great ſalvation, and the glorious proſpects, the eternal and 
unſpeakable rewards that are ſet before the righteous, induce 
me to regulate my conduct, and practice according to it. 
And the duty and affection which I bear to children of the 
ſame univerſal Father, urge me to recommend it to all wy 
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fellow - creatures. 
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' life eternal, to know or acknowledge the Father 
to be the only true God, and, conſequently, to 
love, obey, worſhip, and bow down before him; 
and to acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt to be the am- 
baſſador of the Father, and conſequently to walk 
even as he walked, and inſtructed us to walk. - 

Compare this doctrine of the wiſeſt, the 
greateſt, the beſt of men, the reformer, the en- 
lightener, the Saviour of the world, with the 
wiſdom of Athanaſius, and can you heſitate, or 
be at any loſs whom to follow? Hear, again, 
the affectionate addreſs of this moſt holy man 
of God, to thoſe who fat in darkneſs, © Come 
unto me, and I will give you reſt.” What 
conſolation doth he adminiſter to the truly pe- 
nitent! Meditate upon his ſpotleſs purity, his 
feryent piety, his perfect reſignation to the will 
of Heaven, his invincible patience, humility, 
and ſelf-denial, his boundleſs benevolence, and 
unwearied labours in doing good to the bodies 
and tothe ſouls of men, and you muſt be charmed 
with his character, and glory in being called 
by his name, 

Read all his doctrines, and you muſt ad- 
mire, approve, and embrace them. To do 
\ juſtice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
God ; to be ſober and temperate, and holy in 
all manner of converſation; to be kind and 
compaſſionate, forbearing and charitable ; to 
offend no fellow-creature by violent meaſures 
or opprobrious language, but to do good, and 
lend, hoping for nothing again, and to love 
Our very enemies; to fear God more than all 

the 
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Hr world - to love not the world, Mother Big 
hings of the world, but to hunger and thirſf 
after righteouſneſs, and the unſpeakable*treaz 
_ ſures of a good conſcience ; and, in every ex- 
tremity, to caſt all our cares and burthens upon 
God, who maketh all things work together 
for their benefit who love him, and keep his 
commandments; to rely upon his goodneſs, 
Which never faileth, and hope for his deli- 
verance, aſſiſtance, and the overflowings of 
his loving kindneſs ;*” theſe are the principles 
of a Chriſtian, and theſe principles conſtitute 
the ſupreme glory of man. W "BI 
That religion which deſcended from above, 
and which is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocriſy, 
will ever approve itſelf to the calm, unbiaſſed 
reflections of all the children of men. May this 
religion be always my jewel of great price in 
this world ! And that this religion may be 
your moſt ineſtimable treaſure alſo, and that 
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